
Widening Participation Criteria 

(Effective for those applying from September 2024 to programme codes: D100, D101, D105) 
 
Widening Participation (WP) students, in the context of applications to any of the above subjects 
at the RVC, are defined as scoring 2 or more points from the below criteria: 

Table 1.1 
 

WP Criterion Defined as Further evidence needed Points 
awarded 

Level 2 Contextual 
School 

The school at which one 
completed their (1st attempt) 
GCSEs or National 5s falls below 
the national average for 
attainment on this measure 

- 1 

Level 3 Contextual 
School 

The school at which one 
completed, or is set to complete, 
their A Levels or Scottish 
Highers/Advanced Highers falls 
below the national average for 
attainment on 
this measure 

- 1 

POLAR4 Quintile score 
of 1 

The postcode of your home address 
is in a POLA4 Quintile 1 area, 
according to the OfS lookup tool 

- 2 

POLAR4 Quintile score 
of 2 

The postcode of your home address 
is in a POLA4 Quintile 2 area, 
according to the OfS lookup tool 

- 1 

TUNDRA MSOA 
score of 1 

The postcode of your home address 
is in a TUNDRA MSOA Quintile 1 
area, according to the OfS lookup 
tool 

- 2 

TUNDRA MSOA 
score of 2 

The postcode of your home address 
is in a TUNDRA MSOA Quintile 2 
area, according to the OfS lookup 
tool 

 - 1 

IMD Quintile score 
of 1 

You live in an area with an Index of 
Multiple Deprivation (IMD) quintile 
score of 1. You can find out how to 
look this up here. 

- 2 

IMD Quintile score 
of 2 

You live in an area with an Index of 
Multiple Deprivation (IMD) quintile 
score of 2. You can find out how to 
look this up here. 

Northern Ireland, we will 
contact you if we cannot 

verify the information. 

2 

Care Leaver A person who has been looked after 
for at least 13 weeks since the age 
of 14 

Letter from relevant local 
authority in the UK 

1 
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