
Brachycephalic dog breeds

A transdisciplinary approach

The RVC is a leading specialist clinic for brachycephalic dog 
breeds.  If a dog was brought to a veterinary clinic with this 

complex set of clinical signs, it may have to see several 
different specialists at different times. 

At the RVC we take a transdisciplinary approach to caring 
for brachycephalic dogs. This means bringing all clinical 

services together to ensure the dogs get the best holistic 
and individualised patient care. 

For more information, please ask our team.

QMHA HB 010



Brachycephalic dog breeds, short-muzzled or 
short-nosed dogs, can suffer from long-term 
health problems that affect their breathing, eyes, 
bones and gait, heart, skin and ears.

Brachycephalic dogs have compressed skulls, 
which results in the bones of the face being too 
small and the soft tissues, such as the tongue and 
soft palate being too large for the space they 
occupy.  This means the animals are at especially 
high risk of developing breathing problems such 
as brachycephalic obstructive airway syndrome 
(BOAS).  The clinical signs include breathing 
difficulties, noises during respiration,
over-heating, gagging and choking.

The flattening of the skull also causes the eye
sockets to become shallow, meaning the


