
 

 
 

Minutes: AWERB  

Status: Chair approved  

Meeting held: 28 October 2016 at 10am in Room U5 Camden videolinked to F28 
Hawkshead 

1 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
The minutes of the meetings held on 27 September 2016 and 20 June 2016 were confirmed as an 

accurate record. 

2 MATTERS ARISING 

2.1 Guidance from the RSPCA in avoiding severe suffering 

AWERB were content with the guidance that had been issued by the RSPCA. 

2.2 Training for schedule 1 killing 

Anyone applying for a new or amended licence needs to be signed off to schedule 1 the species they 

are applying for before they can apply for their licence.  For qualified veterinary clinicians and nurses, 

if they can demonstrate competence to schedule 1 an animal then they will need a statement of 

competency reflecting this and be added to the schedule 1 list.   

2.3 Tours of BSUs for existing staff and new starters 

Discussions were being held with HR about getting tours of the BSU unit included in the quarterly 

induction programme for new staff.   

2.4 Discussion forum for undergraduate students 

Discussions have been held about time being provided on the undergraduate timetable for students to 

have discussion 

https://www.nc3rs.org.uk/mouse-handling-tutorial
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10 PROJECT LICENCES – MID TERM REVIEW 
AWERB noted the mid-term review that had been submitted. 

11 PROJECT LICENCES – END OF PROJECT LICENCE REVIEW 
AWERB noted the three end of project licence reviews that had been submitted.   

12 STUDY REQUESTS 
AWERB noted the 3 study requests that had been received. 

13 NVS REPORTS 
The NVS reported the findings of their most recent inspections, which were noted by the committee.   

14 PRESENTATION FROM PROJECT LICENCE HOLDER  
The Project Licence Holder was welcomed to the meeting.  He was applying for a project licence to 

have secondary availability at the RVC.  The project licence holder worked for a company that 

provided high quality contract research services to progress compounds from hit identification 

through to lead optimization in disease models.  They offered a variety of research models in the field 

of inflammation, such as respiratory, gastrointestinal and ocular diseases, as well as models of 

infection, and pharmacokinetic screening. 

AWERB were of the consensus that the work that was being proposed was justified in terms of 

respiratory disease being such a worldwide problem and a distressing disease. They did request 

though that AWERB be provided with copies of study plans prior to commencement of work or 

commissioning studies with clients for animal welfare review to ensure that AWERB were happy with 

the proposals. 

15 PRESENTATION FROM PROJECT LICENCE HOLDER  
The Project Licence Holder explained that she was looking to transfer her current project licence from 

her current establishment to the RVC.  The principal aim of her interdisciplinary research project was 

to further understanding of the population structure, evolution and behaviour of infectious agents, 




