
 

 
 

Summary Minutes for the website: AWERB: Standing Agenda items meeting 

Status: FINAL 

Meeting held: Wednesday 25th September at 2.30pm  

Present:  14 plus 1 in attendance, 1 by invitation and 15 apologies 
 

 

1 WELCOME 
A technician was welcomed to the meeting as an observer. 

2 MINUTES  
The minutes of the meeting held on 28 August 2024 were approved. 

3 MATTERS ARISING/ACTION LOG  

3.1 Item 2 - CRERB application (6 August 2024 meeting) 
A facility questionnaire to be used for reviewing external providers for animal services such as CROs 
has been drafted.  This would be circulated to AWERB for comment.   

3.2 Item 4: Teaching Animals (09 July 2024 meeting) 

• Building work: AWERB were informed that because of the amount of building work taking place 
at Camden, the decision had been taken not to have teaching cattle at Camden for the 
foreseeable future.   
 
Going forward, a proposal was being put together to build a housing area within the yard turnout 
area, which could also be used for teaching.  This would improve the health and safety of the 
animals and people.   
 

• Blue Tongue virus outbreak: There was a spreading Bluetongue Virus outbreak in England (from 
Europe).  This is a virus which affects all ruminant species and camelids and is spread by midges.  
A restriction zone has been put in place which encompasses all the South-East and most of the 
East of England (so covering the RVC).  This means that live animals cannot be moved on or off 
our property.  Although this advice is being changed and updated by the government.  
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3.4 Item 19.1: Camden Teaching Animals (25 June 2024 meeting) 
The new webpage was now live.  

3.5 Item 6.1: Culture of Care workshop (20 December 2023 meeting) 
This was held on 17 September. 

4 RSCPA event: Maximising the effectiveness of your AWERB: 21 June 2024 
Several AWERB members had attended this event and had put together a summary of potential 
actions for maximising AWERB effectiveness following the workshop.    

The following points were highlighted/discussed: 

Ensuring that a harm-benefit analysis is explicitly done as part of the project licence evaluation: 
 
Possible actions: 

• Include this in our AWERB Terms of Reference 

• PPL Holders advised to use a harm-benefit analysis tool such as Bateson’s cube.   

• Providing a guidance template to PPL Holders on what to present when they attend AWERB to 
discuss their project licence applications.  This could be based on Bateson’s cube, with the PPL 
Holders providing a powerpoint slide that sets out what will happen to the animals and the 
animal experience.   

• There should be more focus on the harms and benefits that are likely to arise from the research 
such as how close to a cure the research was at, to get a more realistic feel for what stage the 
research was at and how likely success might be.  
 

What is meant by ethics? There was a lack of training or understanding of what ethics is.   

Possible actions: 

• A short summary could be included within the AWERB terms of reference.   

• Ethics training opportunities to be identified and made available to AWERB members.  Advice 
should be sought from RVC ethicists.   

 

Harm-benefit analysis being subjective and difficult 

• Some institutes have severity limits above which research is not allowed to go ahead.  

• It was recognised that there can be a need for severe protocols to progress research areas that 
could be very valuable in the future.   

Possible actions: 

• There have been discussions within the Units identifying work and studies that the RVC would 
not be comfortable in being involved in.  It would be useful to have a similar 
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significant risks particularly in relation to security and who can subsequently get hold of 
information discussed.   

• There was a lot of pre-work carried out in preparation for submitting a project licence to AWERB. 
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9 NTCO REPORT 

9.1 Camden: handling animal suppliers  
It was reported that there was a challenge in sourcing guinea pigs and rabbits for handling purposes: 
both for the Home Office licence courses and the veterinary curriculum.  To purchase schedule 2 
supplied rabbits and guinea pigs costs approximately several thousands of pounds.  These animals 
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16 CONDITION 18 REPORTS 
Eight condition 18 reports had been submitted to the Home Office since the June meeting.   

17 


