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Item 6.1: Proposed joint culture of care workshop (18 October 2023 meeting)

A poll had been circulated and the consensus was that the workshop should be for a half day. It
would initially be piloted to AWERB members, with the aim of ultimately offering it to others at the
RVC.

UPDATE ON PROPOSED WORK WITH CHINA

AWERB were reminded that there had previously (February 2023) been discussions of a proposed pig
challenge study with collaborators in China. There had subsequently been a virtual tour of the
facilities in July, which had resulted in a list of additional questions and supplemental
information/videos being requested. This had now been provided.

AWERB discussed this additional information. It was recognised that it was difficult to remotely
assess the ethical aspects of use and care of animals in a country where the standards were very
different from
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e Each institution has its own standards, however this did mean there was no general
standardisation across the board, so could have an impact on the reproducibility of studies
and outcomes. Was there a way of feeding that back to the funders or other institutions?
Also, the institution that the applicant was from could be an influence.

e It was suggested that there could be more emphasis on enrichment when reviewing
applications and also assessment whether enrichment was something that could actually be
engaged with. For example, for nerve injury studies, would animals be able to access the
enrichment being provided. It was noted that this would be considered as part of the pre
study planning meetings but it was something that should be discussed more at AWERB.

Action: It was agreed that for future PPL applications, PPL Holders would be asked to
incorporate how they envisaged the animals being kept and their husbandry as part of their PPL
introductory presentation. Was there going to be anything unusual with their study that meant
the housing, husbandry or enrichment would need to be adjusted?

RSPCA Lay Members Forum: 5™ December 2023: report back



6.1

RVC — AWERB Summary Minutes: 20 December 2023

AWERB Hub Workshop

A report from a AWERB Hub workshop had recently been published. One of the items discussed
related to Culture of Care, with attendees given a set of questions to discuss. It had been agreed that
it would be useful to consider these questions at these meetings.

The first question was: “What is the responsibility of AWERB in promoting the replacement of
animals in research”.

e Replacement was probably the most difficult of the 3Rs to implement as there was very little
advice available or resources to go to.
e Aquery was raised about whether there was research being undertaken at the RVC in relation to
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the DMD model had been reported, as side effects had been experienced and the treatment was
put on hold. The study being undertaken was the first long term safety study. The study was
double pronged: it was testing the drug’s action on the DMD phenotype and objective
measurements as well as undertaking long term safety testing. An amendment to the project
licence had been submitted to enable subcutaneous injections to be used as an alternative to
oral medication. A subcutaneous injection drug was currently in development and the plan was
that when this drug was available this would be used.

e Dog: It was reported that an affected DMD dog was beginning to struggle with his phenotypic
changes and was being closely monitored.

» Rehoming of dogs: AWERB were pleased to hear that a lot of dogs had recently been rehomed
and were settling well into their new homes, with their new owners sending in delightful photos
of them. As the new PhD student representative had a background in animal rehoming it was
agreed that it would be useful for her to review the animals’ rehoming policy to get her input.

NTCO REPORT

Training records
Several training records were reviewed. No specific comments were made.
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15.2 Openness in Animal Research: A conference to celebrate a decade of the Concordat 2024:
It was reported that the RVC have had two posters accepted for this conference.

Once registration details had been received, they would be circulated to AWERB and it was hoped
that several people would be able to attend.

16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
17 January 2024: PPL review meeting: 2.30pm to 4.30pm. This would be in a hybrid format.

Secretary
03 January 2024



