
 

 
 

Summary Minutes: AWERB (Standard agenda items meeting) 

Status: FINAL  

Meeting held: 11 January 2023 at 10am via MS Teams 

Present: 11 plus 1 in attendance and 6 apologies 

1 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
The minutes of the meeting held on 6 December 2022 were confirmed as an accurate record. 

2 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES/ACTION LOG 

2.1 Item 4.1: GA mouse breeding strategies at the RVC: identifying who offered a 
cryopreservation service (6 December 2022 meeting) 

A facility had been identified that offered a cryopreservation service.  This was a free to use service 
that allowed researchers to archive their novel GA strains but on condition that the strains were 
made available to the scientific community without restriction.   This therefore was not a viable 
option if intellectual property was not permissible to be shared.  It was not known if there was also a 
paid for option which did not require strains being shared.  Things that needed to be considered 
though was continuity of work with animals that have been working with and also genetic drift.  
There was also the question of relative costs such as resurrection costs which could be expensive.  
These costs could be included in future grant applications though. 

2.2 Item 4.1: GA mouse breeding strategies at the RVC: costs of purchasing cryopreservation 
equipment to be looked into (6 December 2022 meeting) 

A potential volunteer had been identified who would be asked if they could look into this.   

2.3 Item 12.1: Group composition (1 November 2022 meeting) 
A call for new members interested in animal welfare from an academic perspective had been 
circulated. 

2.4 Item 3.4: Paper for senior management about the proposed BSU virtual tour (6 December 
2022 meeting) 

The draft 
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3 REVIEWING OF RESEARCH POLICIES 

3.1 Lone Housing 
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time point or by the PPL Holder if they thought there was a more appropriate time in the project 
licence life cycle to do it (for example after carrying out pilot studies).   

A query was raised about whether project licences were  revoked early if no work was being carried 
out under them?  It was confirmed that PPL Holders were generally reluctant to do so in case they 
needed the licence άŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜέΦ  !ǎ tt[ǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ƛƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ 
revoke them.   

3.2.3 Regular revision of AWERB practices and compliance in general by setting up regular 
reviews of these: 

It was agreed that this was a good idea.  There would be a discussion offline identifying the topics 
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3.2.7 
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4.2 NC3Rs Self Assessment review 
The results from the recent 3Rs-self assessment that had been carried out were being analysed.  A 
summary would be produced ide


