
 

 
 

Minutes: AWERB (PPL Reviews meeting) 

Status: Chair approved  

Meeting held: 26 May 2021 at 2pm via MS Teams 

Present 
Attendees: 10, plus 1 in attendance, 3 by invitation and 7 apologies. 
 

1 NEW PROJECT LICENCE REVIEW 

An application for a new project licence had been received.  The applicant explained that this was his 
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coat condition, behaviour or any sign of discomfort, so these could be looked out for.  There 
should also be information about what would be monitored and what would be focused on, 
similar to a scoring sheet.  It was also important to define the difference about whether it was 
part of the phenotype or administering a substance to the phenotype.     

• The licence made reference to tail tipping.  AWERB asked why tail tipping would be used.  The 
applicant said that it was unlikely and that it would be removed from the project licence.   

• It was noted that there could be intramuscular (IM) injections.  It was recommended that these 
should be administered under general anaesthesia (GA) as IM injections were extremely painful, 
so this was kinder to the mice despite the risk of an adverse response to repeated GAs.  

• The licence mentioned that some of the animals might be housed singly.  AWERB asked why.  It 
was explained that this related to procedural work rather than husbandry, in order to be able to 
monitor for weight loss over a couple of days for example.  The applicant was advised that singly 
housing for monitoring purposes was really only acceptable for a couple of hours as only 
transient pain and discomfort was anticipated.  If an animal did suffer for longer and showed no 
signs of improvement, then it indicated there was a problem and that the animal should probably 
be euthanased.  It would not be fair on animal to monitor for longer just in case it improved, as it 
probably would not.   

The applicant was thanked for attending the meeting.  Further work was needed on the project 
licence and the Chair of AWERB offered to meet with the applicant to go through the licence in detail 
to help make the required improvements.  It would then be recirculated for another review.   

After the applicant had left the meeting, AWERB discussed this project licence further.  Their 
consensus was that the project licence needed to be rewritten, with guidance from AWERB, for 
currently the licence was very confusing.  The technicians would be using the licence when working 
with the colonies and needed clear cut steps of what could or could not be done and what the 
expected adverse effects were.  It was also unclear what the benefits were from doing this work and 
it was difficult to understand the diseases in the context of the models that were being used.   

There was concern that the project licence was too vague.  It seemed to have been written to try and 
cover as many options as possible.  The Home Office were trying to cut down on project licence 
holders doing this and to just include aspects of work that would actually be done.  ASPeL had been 
designed to make it as easy as possible to submit amendments if additional work or changes were 
needed.  Project licences were now seen as evolving documents that were built on over time rather 
than one large static document that tried to cover everything that might happen. 
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A query was asked whether in the experimental design section, more information could be included 
about the power calculation.  It was explained that it was not possible to do an effect size as they 
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5 FUTURE MEETINGS:  

• AWERB agreed that they were happy to continue with the current format of fortnightly AWERB 
meetings, with one focussing on standard items and one on PPL reviews as this was working well 
and was a much better format. 
 

• AWERB agreed that there would be no meeting scheduled for August, though if there were any 
urgent welfare issues, they were happy to meet.   

6 DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 

This was scheduled for 9 June at 11am and would be the Standard agenda items meeting. 

Secretary 
4 June 2021 

 

 


