
 

 
 

Minutes: AWERB summary minutes 

Status: Chair approved  

Meeting held: 16 June at 2pm by MS Teams 
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the 18 hours was for practical reasons in order to avoid 
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4.4 Item 5.2: BSU Virtual Tour (May 2020 meeting) 
Discussions were being held with the External Relations Team about using their contact for the 
virtual tour.    

4.5 Item 5.4: ARRIVE guidelines (May 2020 meeting) 
A meeting was planned to discuss incorporating the ARRIVE guidelines into a proposed UKRN event.   

5 NVS REPORT 

• Pigs at Boltons Park Farm: It was reported that some of these pigs were now lame.  One of them 
has recently had treatment and a4 Te 11.04 Tf95.32 842.04 re
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welfare and reduced the numbers of hens required for field trials by up to 99%; and one for work 
on a 3D culture that mimics the development of human embryos after implantation – so 
replacing the use of up to 500 mice per experiment.   

• NC3Rs funding showcase talk – 14th April 2020: this session had been recorded and a copy of the 
link would be circulated.   

• Prizes/Awards/Recognitions: A query was asked whether this was something the RVC had 
considered doing to recognise 3Rs advances.  A major conference involving scientists and 
technicians had been planned which would have incorporated prizes for 3Rs.  The details of how 
it was going to work had not been bottomed out though so organisation had stalled.   

• Tunnel handling for guinea pigs: A query was raised whether this had been discussed as being an 
option for handling guinea pigs. At a recent PPL course this had been raised.  It seemed to be a 
growing area of interest as guinea pigs found it stressful being handled.  It was agreed that this 
should be looked into further.  An undergraduate project on tunnel handling in rats could 
potentially be expanded to include guinea pigs in order to obtain pilot data.     

• Thank you: The NC3Rs Regional Programme Manager was thanked for all the hard work she was 
doing on the 3Rs – her input on the project licences was invaluable and she was raising points 
that might not otherwise have been considered.  Also all the advice and information she was 
providing to the RVC was helpful to both researchers and the technicians.   

9 NEW PPLS GRANTED BY THE HOME OFFICE 
AWERB noted that there had been two project licences granted by the Home Office since the April 
2020 meeting.  For the project licence relating to Covid-19 work under this project licence had been 
delayed due to several issues. 

10 PROJECT LICENCES AMENDED BY THE HOME OFFICE 
AWERB noted that there had been one project licence amended by the Home Office since the April 
2020 meeting.   

11 ESTABLISHMENT LICENCE 
It was noted that the Establishment Licence had been amended to remove a couple of Named People 
from the licence. 

12 MID TERM REVIEW OF PROJECT LICENCES 
AWERB noted the two mid term review of project licences that had been submitted.  There had been 
no major comments raised by the reviewers. 

13 END OF PROJECT LICENCE REVIEW OF PROJECT LICENCES 
AWERB noted the end of project licence review that had been submitted.   

14 CONCORDAT ON OPENESS ANNUAL REVIEW 2020 
As part of the annual review, the RVC had submitted responses to a web-survey.  These responses 
were noted.   If AWERB had suggestions on areas that the College could improve on in this area or 
could make more of then to put these forward as it was important to consider how the College could 
improve openness in the future with public and students. 

15 REQUESTED AMENDMENT TO PROJECT LICENCE 
As mentioned as a possibility at the May AWERB meeting, the project licence holder had now 
submitted an amendment for this project licence.  This included adding a new imaging technique. 
The method had advantages in that it did not require a general anaesthetic and was similar to 
ultrasound in terms of a probe being applied to the skin. More than 2000 human patients have been 
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examined using this methodology and the only occasional minimal effects were localised reddening 


