
 

 
 

Minutes: AWERB 

Status: Chair approved  

Meeting held: 25 April 2017 at 10am  

1 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 23 MARCH 2017 
The minutes of the meeting held on 23 March 2017 were agreed to be an accurate record of the 

meeting. 

2 PPL PRESENTATION 
A project licence had been circulated for amendment.  The project licence had been invited to the 

meeting to run through the proposed amendment.    

It was explained that when reviewing an amendment to a project licence, AWERB not only focussed 

on the requested amendment but could also make suggested improvements to protocols if it would 

result in improved welfare of the animals.  After the project licence had responded to a series of 

questions, AWERB were content for the amendment to be submitted to the Home Office.   

2.1 Using animals in research: it’s time to refine 

This was an article from Pharmacology Matters (April 2017) which covers refining techniques in 

animal research and encourages readers to think about these during experimental design and practice.  

Researchers would be encouraged to report the refinements that they use every day – big or small – 

and share good practice with the wider scientific community.     

3 COLLECTING ADDITIONAL DATA ON ANIMALS KILLED 
Once every 5 years institutions are required to provide additional information to the returns of the 

procedures.  The RVC were required to collate this information for 2017:  

 Total numbers of animals not already reported in the annual return of procedures: this 

requires animals bred for scientific purposes (at any time) and killed/died during 2017 to be 

counted.   

 How many wild type animals of each species not used in procedures and not arising from 

breeding of genetically altered animals who are killed/died during 2017 

 How many non-Genetically Altered Animals of each species were killed/died as a result of 

procedures for the creation of new lines of GA animals but were not reported in the relevant 

project licence 2017 return of procedures. 

 For the whole year how many animals of each species were killed/died as a result of breeding 

and maintenance of established lines of GAA and not reported in the relevant project licence 

2017 return of procedures. 

 

https://www.bps.ac.uk/publishing/our-other-publications/pharmacology-matters-blog/april-2017-(1)/using-animals-in-research-it%E2%80%99s-time-to-refine!
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The BSU Managers at both Hawkshead and Camden were reviewing the whole returns process and 

would make sure that their plans for collating the required data was aligned together.  

4 STUDY REQUESTS 
A study request had been received and approved. 

5 WORKING GROUP UPDATES 

5.1 Environmental Enrichment working group 

The first meeting was being scheduled.  The focus would be on carrying out an audit of current 

practices to see what was being done and what improvements could be made (so that these could be 

costed and prioritised).  The aim was to provide a snap shot of current practice.   AWERB were very 

supportive of this work.   The Home Office Inspector was also keen to see that this be done. 

5.2 Sharing of resources 

A 
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9 NVS REPORTS 

9.1 Camden 

During the recent NVS visit, animals had been in good health and condition. 

9.2 Hawkshead 

A request for volunteers to contribute to animal care needed in one large project would be circulated 


